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16 March 1973 .

MEMORANDUM FOR: Mr. George A. Carver, Jr. o
: Spec1a1 ASSlStant for Vletnamese Affa1rs»

SUBJECT = North Vletnamese Overfllght Protest TN
1. General Bevinfhasvtbuched base withvthé'following:_.

NMCC, JRC, AF, PACAF, Navy, and NSA. All maintain that the

North -Vietnamese protest is without foundation. JCS was to

be briefed this morning to the effect that the Defense Depart-

ment can find no evidence of the alleged overflights.

2. While there is no evidence available in Washington,
it is quite conceivable that locally controlled RF-4 recon-
naissance jets flying missions south of the DMZ might have

strayed slightly over North Vietnamese territory. It hardly
seems possible that they would have flown as far north as
Dong Hoi as alleged by the North Vletnamese.‘ 

3. Regarding coastal surveillance, no OLYMPIC MEET:
photo missions have been flown along the coast since 2 March.
Daily OLYMPIC TORCH [ |missions have, however, been flown
in the Gulf of Tonkin and have probably been picked up by -
radar. Additionally, | [missions are flown in the

" Gulf of Tonkin, but usually at qulte a dlstance from the

coast.

4. All carrier-based reconnaissance reportedly is =~
targetted against the South Vietnamese coastal areas. It is
possible that one of the Navy RF-4s strayed either into North
Vietnamese coastal waters or north of the DMZ, but unlikely.
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be ones will turn them to-
wards-peace rather than- war,

Vzoluted Cease-F ire

WASHINGTON POST
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‘but  American sources

_:be taken.

U.S. officials noted a distine-:

North Vietnam charged the, ition in the language of the
United States yesterday with|an 97 Vietnam accord which |

“blatant ~.violation” of the |,
cease-fire accord by sending

jet fighters and reconnais-j
sance planes over its terrltory
and “clandestinely” shlppmg‘

they are interpreting as pro-
-hibiting Ameriéan reconnais-'
sance flights over North Viet-|
nam, but permitting' them
‘over South Vietnam.

ac-lsald from Japan on March 18:
iknowledged that U.S.- planes: with a shipment of arms which loaded at Danang,”

7 7

Thts material "w111 be of
where tH

wNIT. l\x\on said. o ;po;s,bflyh ugﬁt u: too close™} ¢ being supplied on a plece-lUmted States is fully prepar
N. Vlelnam. Sa L S. jand, if the allegations are con- {for-piece basis” under the|, bmit it t :
Ys ifirmed, corrective actlon wm 0 submit it to inspection ¢

“periodic replacement” of de- !
;stroyed damaged or used-up the- International "Commissio

war material authorized by!of Control 3"@ SUPETVISW
the cease-fire pact. . 'Bray said. . S
. L

arms into South Vietnam.

American officials declined’
any immediate comment on
the aircraft accusation, but
said the arms shipment will be
in conformity with the Viet-
nam accord.

; Radio Hanoi said that on
iMonday “two U.S. jet fight-

’ ” H ‘g
rers” intruded into North Viet-
namese air space in the Vinh-! parties. The United States in

linh and Donghoi regions,. ithe past used this distinction

,m Vietnam to justify aerial re-
?:f::f;’;egs ";:)1:2 ab%": ﬂ}eug:g;l; iconnaissance during eallxer
[< L

the broadcast said, a U.S. recon-| halts in bombing.
naissance plane “flew along| North Vietnam's claim' that
the coast from Vinhlinh folthe United States “has clandes.
Thanhhoa.” Thanhhoa is 215{tinely delivered U.S. weapons
jmiles above the zone dividing|and munitions” from bases in
!North and South Vietnam. lJapan to the Saigon govern.
From Saigon, the Associated ! ment was denied at the State
‘Press rcported that the U.S.Department yesterday.
Military Command refused to] Spokesman Charles W. Bray
comment on the air charges,|said “There xs a ship due to

The language in the agree-
ment, which put the cease-fire
into force on Jan. 28, states
that “the United States will
stop all its military activities|"
against the territory” of North ;
Vietnam. In the case of South - .
Vietnam, the agreement pro-
hibits “all acts of force” by ali
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